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it does in its character as a belief. While optimism
is wholly unreasoned and springs from the feelings,
pessimism is exclusively a product of reason and
resides in the intellect. Optimism is that hope that
" springs eternal in the human breast" and defies
the hard facts of existence. Pessimism recognizes
the facts and coldly chokes every hope at its birth,
But pessimism is also false, first because many hopes
are realized, and secondly, because the representation
in the present of the good anticipated in the future
is itself a good at least of secondary order.

What then is man's true relation to the universe ?
Is there a true mental attitude that lies between
these two false attitudes ?    There certainly is.    It
is not a belief or a creed ; it is the simple recognition
of the truth.     The truth is that nature is neither
friendly nor hostile to man ; neither favors him nor
discriminates against him.    Nature is not endowed
with any moral attributes.    It is, as I said at the
outset, a domain of rigid law,    Man is a product of
that law, but he has reached a stage on which he can
comprehend the law.    Now, just because nature is a
domain of rigid law, and just because man can com-
prehend that law, his destiny is in his own hands.
Any law that he  can comprehend he can control.
He'cannot increase or diminish the powers of nature,
but he can direct them.    He can increase or dimin-
ish the amount of power that is to be exerted at any
given point.    He can focalize the rays of the sun ;
he can divert the courses of the rivers ; he can direct